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Abstract 
Vizianagaram Fort is situated at the heart of the town with illuminates many lives and also home for both 
Flora and Fauna. The present paper explores the Flora of Vizianagaram fort. It is not only Royal palace 
or educational institution or tourist place but also a home of biodiversity, having good number of Flora 
and Fauna. The fort plants categorized into Mushrooms, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperm, Herbs (decumbent 
herbs, tuberous herbs), Shrubs, Trees ( Shade trees, fruit yielding, Palms, Ornamental tree), Creepers, 
Hydrophytes, and Xerophytes etc. of 279 species belongs to 71 families. Economically fort plants are 
categorised into Medicinal plants, Ornamental plants, Weeds, Fruit yielding plants, Vegetable plants, 
Fibre yielding plants, Wood yielding plants, Fodder plants and Dye yielding plants. 
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Introduction  
Vizianagaram fort was built in the year 1713 as a royal palace by Vijaya Rama Raju, also 
known as Anand Raju-I, the then Maharaja of Vizianagaram. It is situated in Vizianagaram 
which is away from 50 kilometres to the City of Viakhapatnam and 18 kilometres to the Bay 
of Bengal. During the year 1958 Rajah Saheb of Vizianagaram Dr. P.V.G.Raju donated his 
palace for educational institutions. ñThe most truly generous persons are those who give 
silently without hope of praise or rewardò (Carol Ryrie Brink). ñTrue generosity is an offering; 
given freely and out of pure love. No strings attached. No expectationsò (Suze Orman). 
ñGenerosity is the most natural outward expression of an inner attitude of compassion and 
loving- kindnessò (Dalai Lama). These quotes are not enough to describe Rajah Saheb 
Dr.P.V.G. Raju. In 1946 he decided to give-up the Zamindari (Estate) without taking any 
compensation. He created a trust in the name of his beloved father ñMaharajah Alaknarayana 
Society of Arts and Science MANSASò on 12th November 1958. He created permanent 
income to the Trust by gifting all his properties, which includes 6,622 acres of dry land and 
2,350 acres of wetland. Now more than a dozen institutions from primary classes to post 
graduate college are under the management of MANSAS. Another remarkable event which 
gives pride not only to Dr.P.V.G.Raju but also to the state of Andhra Pradesh and to the nation 
as a whole was that he donated 100 acre of the land to the central Government for locating 
Sainik School at Korukonda village, near Vizianagaram town. Fort, Dr.P.V.G.Raju statue 
images given in Fig 1. 
It is not only Royal palace or educational institution or tourist place but also a home of 
biodiversity, having good number of Flora and Fauna. Here we can see plenty of diversity in 
Flora and Fauna. Birds (Parrots, Pigeons, Crows, Common Myna, Cattle Egret), bats, 
butterflies and their babies, Beatles and Bugs, Bees, snakes, garden lizards, Squirrels 
millipedes and Centipedes are common fauna in the fort. There are Killers (White lies, 
Beatles), friends (Pollinators), Frienemies (Butterflies are helped in pollination where as their 
babies are Licked the plants). Fauna showed in Fig 2. The present paper focus mainly on Flora, 
some important plants showed in Fig 3 & 4. 
Fort flora is asset to many students and researchers. Every year all the educational institutes 
have been conducting exhibitions for the knowledge of students and public in Vizianagar 
Utsav on the occasion of Pyditalli Festival. Part of this Department of Botany, M.R.College 
for Women has been exhibiting some posters and live plants growing in the campus. Medicinal 
plants, Poisonous plants, Ornamental plants, Aromatic plants, Hydrophytes and Tuberous 
plants and creating awareness among the people about the plants and also conservation status. 
Some of the rare and endangered species are conserving in the fort campus, because here there 
are no anthropological activities and no animal threat.  
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Materials and methods 

Study area 

The fort, built of stone, is in the shape of a square of side 240 

metres and rises to a height of 10 metres. The width of the 

wall at the top varies from 8 to 16 metres. There are two gates 

of entry into the fort. A moat surrounded the fort. Apart from 

the two main gates, there are two temples and monuments 

located within the fort. Two important temples are the 

Hanuman temple, and the lakshmi temple known as the "Kota 

Shakti", which is the guardian deity of the fort. It is a home of 

biodiversity, having good number of Flora and Fauna. A total 

of 279 plants are growing in the campus. Coordinates of the 

fort: υόЌτϊ χύ . όχЌφψ χό %. 

As the study area is authorôs work place, continuous 

observations were conducted since 2010. During these years 

some changes in the flora were noticed. Especially in annual 

herbs, species richness is variant and changed year to year. 

Few important trees were lost due to road and building 

construction and also Hudhud cyclone (2014) damaged some 

of the trees. The lost trees were Adenanthera pavonina, 

Parkia, Limonia acidissima, Bauhinia purpurea, Bixa 

orellana, Callistemon linearis, Casuarina equietifolia, 

Grevillea robusta and Sapindus. During the years 2019 ï 

2021 for documentation and explore the fort flora author has 

collected and deposited in the College herbarium after 

identification. Plants were identified with the help of Local 

floras (Flora of Vizianagaram, Flora of Srikakulam, Flora of 

Andhra Pradesh and also taking help from BSI, Hyderabad. 

Plant list given in alphabetical order, in Table 1. 

 

Results and discussion 

A total of 279 species are listed in the Table 1. There is much 

more diversity in the fort flora. The present paper categorize 

the plants into Mushrooms, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperm, 

Herbs (decumbent herbs, tuberous herbs), shrubs, Trees 

(Shade trees, fruit yielding, Palms, Ornamental tree), 

Creepers, Hydrophytes, and Xerophytes etc. of 280 species 

belongs to 71 families. Families list given in the Table 2.  

With 24 species Fabaceae stood in first, followed by 

Euphorbiaceae, Apocyanaceae, Poaceae, Asparagaceae, 

Asteraceae, Zingiberaceae, Amaryllidaceae, Araceae, and 

Arecaceae. Eight families consist 3 species, thirteen families 

consist 2 species, seven families consist 5 species and 28 

families are consist only single species. Table 3 showing 10 

dominant families.  

Herbs are common in the study area and occupy in the first 

place with 48.5 percent, next followed by trees, Shrubs, 

climbers and Hydrophytes. Details are shown in Table 4 with 

Pie chart. 

Oldest trees in the study area are Artocarpus heterophyllus, 

Azadirachta indica, Bombax ceiba, Brownea coccinea, 

Kleinhovia hospital, Pithecellobium dulce, Swietenia 

mahagoni, Tamarindus indica and Terminalia arjuna. 

Hydrophytic plants are Hydrilla verticillata, Ipomoea aquatic, 

Ludwigia adscendens, Najas indica, Nymphaea nouchali, 

Pistia stratiotes, and Spirodela polyrhiza. Fig: 5 

India has 173 Invasive plant species, in the state of Andhra 

Pradesh about 78 Invasive plant species are growing. Some of 

Invasive plant species in the study area are Antigonon 

leptopus, Blumea lacera, Calotropis, Chloris barbata, 

Chromolaena odorata, Cleome rutidosperma, Cleome 

viscose, Corchorus aestuans, Cryptostegia grandiflora, 

Digera muricata, Euphorbia hirta, Euphorbia cyathophora, 

Evolulus nummularius, Lantana camara, Parthenium 

hysterophorus, Pistia stratiotes, Ravenia spectabilis, Senna 

alata, Spathodea campanulata, Tribulus terestris. 

Economically fort plants are categorised into Medicinal 

plants, Ornamental plants, Weeds, Fruit yielding plants, 

Vegetable plants, Fibre yielding plants, Wood yielding plants, 

Fodder plants, Dye yielding plants and miscellaneous plants. 

List is given in the Table 5 with pie chart.  
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Fig 1: Fort Campus 

 

 
 

Fig 2: Fauna 
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Fig 3: Flora 
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