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Abstract

Vizianagaram Fort is situated at the heart of the town with illuminates many lives and also home for both
Flora and Fauna. The present paper explores the Flora of Vizianagaram fort. It is not only Royal palace
or educational istitution or tourist place but also a home of biodiversity, having good number of Flora
and Fauna. The fort plants categoriaeth Mushrooms, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperm, Herbs (decumbent
herbs, tuberous herbs), Shrubs, Trees ( Shade trees, fruit yidhdiims, Ornamental tree), Creepers,
Hydrophytes, anerophytes etc. of 279 species belongs to 71 families. Economically fort plants are
categorised into Medicinal plants, Ornamental plants, Weeds, Fruit yielding plants, Vegetable plants,
Fibre yielding plats, Wood yielding plants, Fodder plants and Dye yielding plants
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Introduction

Vizianagaram fort was built in the year 1713 as a royal palace by Vijaya Rama Raju, also
known as Anand Rajlu the tren Maharaja of Vizianagaram. It is situated in Vizianagaram
which is away from 50 kilometres to the City of Viakhapatnam and 18 kilometres to the Bay
of Bengal.During the year 1958 Rajah Saheb of Vizianagaram Dr. P.V.G.Raju donated his

palace for educatioa | institutions. iThe most truly
silently without hope of praise or reward?o
given freely and out of pure | ove. No st
fi @nerosity is the most natural outward expression of an inner attitude of compassion and
loving- ki ndnesso (Dal ai Lama) . These quotes
Dr.P.V.G. Raju. In 1946 he decided to gie the Zamindari (Estate) without takiragny
compensation. He created a trust in the ne

Society of Arts and "SNovembercl858. MA Nr&ated permanent 1
income to the Trust by gifting all his properties, which includes 6,622 acreéiy ddnd and

2,350 acres of wetland. Now more than a dozen institutions from primary classes to post
graduate college are under the management of MANSAS. Another remarkable event which
gives pride not only to Dr.P.V.G.Raju but also to the state of AndtardelBh and to the nation

as a whole was that he donated 100 acre of the land to the central Government for locating
Sainik School at Korukonda village, near Vizianagaram tokort, Dr.P.V.G.Raju statue
images given in Fig 1.

It is not only Royal palace oeducational institution or tourist place but also a home of
biodiversity, having good number of Flora and Fauna. Here we can see plenty of diversity in
Flora and Fauna. Birds (Parrots, Pigeons, Crows, Common Myna, Cattle Egret), bats,
butterflies and thei babies, Beatles and Bugs, Bees, snakes, garden lizards, Squirrels
millipedes and Centipedes are common fauna in the fort. There are Killers (White lies,
Beatles), friends (Pollinators), Frienemies (Butterflies are helped in pollination where as their
balies are Licked the plants). Fauna showed in Fibh2. present paper focus mainly on Flora,
some important plants showed in Fig 3 & 4.

Fort flora is asset to many students and researchers. Every year all the educational institute
have been conducting ekiions for the knowledge of students and public in Vizianagar
Utsav on the occasion of Pyditalli Festival. Part of this Department of Botany, M.R.College
for Women has been exhibiting some posters and live plants growing in the campus. Medicinal
plants, Bisonous plants, Ornamental plants, Aromatic plants, Hydrophytes and Tuberous
plants and creating awareness among the people about the plants and also conservation stat
Some of the rare and endangered species are conserving in the fort dzeopuse ére there

are no anthropological activities and no animal threat.
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Materials and methods Creepers, Hydrophytes, aterophytes etc. of 280 species
Study area belongs to 71 families. Families list given in the Table 2.

The fort, built of stone, is in the shape of a square of side 240Vith 24 species Fabaceae stood in first, followed by
metres and rises to a height of 10 metfése width of the  Euphorbiaceae, Apocyanaceae, Poaceae, Asparagaceae,
wall at the top varies from® 16 metres. There are two gates Asteraceae, Zingiberaceae, Amaryllidaceae, Araceae, and
of entry into the fort. A moat surrounded the fort. Apart from Arecaceae. Eight families consist 3 species, thirteen families
the two main gates, there are two temples and monumentsonsist 2 species, seven families consist 5 species and 28
located within the fort. Two important temples are the families are consist only single species. Table 3 showing 10
Hanumartemple, and théakshmitemple known ashe "Kota dominant families.

Shakti", which is the guardian deity of the fort. It is a home of Herbs are common in the study area and occupy in thte firs
biodiversity, having good number of Flora and Fauna. A total place with 48.5 percent, next followed by trees, Shrubs,
of 279 plants are growing in the campus. Coordinates of theclimbers and Hydrophytes. Details are shown in Table 4 with
fotv o KTi 6xKoyg. X0 % Pie chart.

As t he study ar ea i s a ut h Oldest sreesvinothie kstudyp drea @gocarpus betetophyllusp u s
observations were conducted since 2010. During these yearAzadirachta indica, Bombax ceiba, Brownea coccinea,
some changes in the flora were noticed. Especially in annuaKleinhovia hepital, Pithecellobium dulce, Swietenia
herbs, species richness is variant and changed year to yeamahagoni, Tamarindus indica and Terminalia arjuna.

Few important trees were lost due to road and building Hydrophytic plants arelydrilla verticillata, Ipomoea aquatic,
construction and also Hudhud cyclone (2014) damaged soméudwigia adscendens, Najas indica, Nymphaea nouchali,
of the trees. The lost trees wefalenanthera pavonina  Pistia stratiotes, and Spirodela polyrhizaig: 5

Parkia, Limonia acidissima, Bauhinia purpurea, Bixa India has 173 Invasive plant species, in the state of Andhra
orellana, Callistemon linearis, Casarina equietifolia, Pradesh about 78 Invasive plant species are growing. Some of
Grevillea robusta and Sapindu®uring the years 2019 Invasive plant species in the study area are Antigonon
2021 for documentation and explore the fort flora author hasleptopus, Blumea lacera, Calotropi€hloris barbata,
collected and deposited in the College herbarium afterChromolaena odorata, I€ome rutidosperma, Cleome
identification. Plants were identified with the help of Local viscose, Corchorus aestuans, Cryptostegia grandiflora,
floras (Flora of Vizianagaram, Flora of Srikakulam, Flora of Digera muricata, Euphorbia hirta, Euphorbia cyathophora,
Andhra Pradesh and also taking help from BSI, Hyderabad Evolulus nummularius, Lantana camara, Parthenium

Plant list given in alphabetical order, in Table 1. hysterophorus, Pistia stratiotes, Ravenia spectabilis, Senna
alata, Spathodea campanulata, Tribulus terestris
Resultsand discussion Economically fort plants are categorised into Medicinal

A total of 279 species are listed in the Table 1. There is muclplants, Ornamental plants, Weeds, Fruit yielding plants,
more diversity in the fort flora. The present paper categorizeVegetable plants, Fibre yielding plants, Wood yielding plants,
the plants into Mushrooms, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperm,Fodder plants, Dye yielding plantsdamiscellaneous plants.
Herbs (decumbent herbs, tuberous herbs), shrubs, Treekistis given inthe Table 5 with pie chart.

(Shade trees, fruit yielding, Palms, Ornamental tree),
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A) Butterfly; B) Centipede; C) Millipede; D) Bugs; E) Moth; F) Garden lizard;
G) Common regret; H) Myna

Fig 2: Fauna
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Fig 3: Flora
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